An observational study into herd-level risk indicators of return to oestrus more than five days after insemination in sow herds.
In a study population of 90 sow herds in the southern Netherlands, the occurrence of sows returning to oestrus more than five days after insemination (SRO) was investigated. In these herds information with regard to the herd system, herd size, and breeding management was recorded. The occurrence of SRO was recorded with the on-farm computer management system CBK-plus. The incidence of SRO was defined as the average number of gilts or sows returning to oestrus more than five days after insemination per 100 first inseminations. The average incidence of SRO in the study population was 18.3 per 100 first inseminations. Multivariate analysis resulted in a model with a significant effect of herd operation (herds with only sows had a lower incidence of SRO than herds with sows and finishing pigs), breeding strategy (herds with two or more inseminations per oestrus in a sow had a lower incidence of SRO than herds with one insemination per oestrus) and percentage of sows artificially inseminated (a higher percentage of artificial insemination was associated with a higher incidence of SRO).